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This large brick house was constructed in 1771 
by William Hopper, a prominant figure in Queen Anne's 
County throughout the latter part of the 18th century. 
One of the largest houses in the area at the time of 
its construction, Wharf House is one of the finest and 
most carefully preserved 18th century dwellings in 
the county. The superb interior woodwork includes 
a handsome open-string stair, an unusual interior 
cornice and fretwork window architraves. The two 
story frame wing and stone meat house are also 18th 
century. 
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Wharf House, also known as Dockery's Lot, is 

sited on high ground on the point formed by the 

east and west branches of Corsica Creek. The house 

faces southeast, toward Centreville, adjacent to 

the intersection of the old roads leading from 

Centreville to Corsica Neck and to Spaniards Neck. 

The house was built in 1771, however, and therefore 

predates both Centreville and Centreville Wharf, 

which have grown up around it. 

The main house is brick, two-and-one-half 

stories high, five bays wide and one room deep. 

An early two story frame wing extends from the 

southwest gable of the house, and a small frame 

addition to the southwest of this has bridged the 

remaining gap between the house and a stone meat 

house. This meat house is 18th century in date, 

and may well have been built at the same time as 

the house. 

The brickwork on the southeast facade of the 

main house is laid in Flemish bond above a plain 

watertable and a three course bond foundation. 

A three course Flemish bond belt course is carried 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This large brick house was constructed in 1771 

by William Hopper, a prominant figure in Queen Anne's 

County throughout the latter part of the 18th century. 

The house stands on a small parcel of a tract known 

as Dockery's Lot and overlooks Centreville Landing, 

the center of maritime commerce on Corsica Creek 

for over 200 years. At the time it was constructed, 

the primary focus of economic activity in this area 

was the Corsica tobacco inspection warehouse, 

located within a short distance of the house, and 

Chester Mill, farther up the south branch of the 

creek. In 1792, the new town of Centreville was 

laid out on the adjoining tract of Chesterfield, 

owned by the Nicholson family. As the town of 

Centreville grew the wharf area expanded in 

importance and by the late 19th century was the 

center of a thriving maritime trade that linked 
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7.1 DESCRIPTION 

across the facade. The entrance door is located in 

the center bay with two nine-over-nine windows flanking 

the door on the first floor and five hine-over-six 

windows on the second. All first and second•floor 

windows have rusticated wood lintels with raised 

keystone blocks. There are four cellar windows, one 

placed directly below each first floor window. Three 

qable roof six-over-six dormers are symmetrically arranged 

on the third floor. These appear to be later, but 

framing evidence is concealed by plaster on the interior, 

and could not be examined. The front door is paneled 

and set off by a five light transom and extremely fine 

surround. The surround is corroosed of reeded pilasters 

flanking the door with scrolled brackets supnorting a 

bold cornice composed of a crown nold, a fascia board 

with tryglyphs, and a bed nold decorated with vall-of-troy 

dentils. The molded door surround has crossetti 

corners, while the jambs and soffit are paneled. Further 

elegance on this facade is derived from a bold cornice 

consisting of a deeo soffit with a simple crown mold 

and a complex bed nold. 

The northeast gable is laid in Flemish bond fron 

the watertable up to the second floor eave line.. 
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It is laid in three-course to five-course bond in the 

unper gable, and three-course bone: below the wpter 

table. Two four-light windows in the upper gable, 

flanking the flush chimney, are the only openings in 

this facade. The rakeboard is taoered and beaded 

and the face is broken into two planes by a small 

ogee molding. 

The northwest facade, facing Corsica Creek, is 

similar to the front facade. The brickwork,cornice, an 

fenestration are identical, but the window openings 

do not have decorative lintels and the original door 

surround is missing. h new door surround of very fine 

craftsmanship was made by the nresent owner, William 

Franklin. Decorative elements were based on the front 

coor and the interior woodwork. The middle dormer on 

this facade is slightly larger than the flanking 

demurs ( with a six-over-six window in the center, 

flanked by a nair of two—over-two sash. 

To the right of the door are two narked brick.", 

the first inscribed with the date "1771" and the second 

with two initials ";<H" , presumably referring to William 

Honner, who owned Dockery's Lot at that tine. 

The southwest gable is almost entirely covered 
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by the frame wing. Tho chimney at this end is not 

flush, but projects approximately 12 inches frcn 

the gable wall. There is a snail four light window to 

the right of the chimney.in the inner gable. The visible 

brickwork, is laid in three-to five-course bond, and the 

watertable is carried across the gable. The rakeboard 

is bonded and flares at the eaves, but is not tapered. 

The interior is arranged in a center hall floor 

nlan with a single room on each, side of the hall. 

The stair rises along the southwest wall to a landing 

at the northwest end of the hall, rises three stenn 

to a second landing, then turns*and ascends to the second 

floor. It is an open string stair with plain scrolled 

ends, scruare section ballusters, delicate turned 

'els, and a ramned railing. Vertical raised naneling 

fills the space below the carriage and a small 

four-nanel door allows access to a closet below the 

landing. 

In the northwest roo^, the firenlace is centered, 

on ' ail with an original, roor in the alcove 

to the left o firenlace leadinq to the win-]. 

gable wall in this roon was originally naneled with 

very f ' aneling and .in orna . This was 
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7.4 DESCRIPTION 

sold to an antinuo dealrr by a nrcvious owner and is 

now located in the headquarters of the Colonial Dames 

in New York City. The present mantel was installed 

n the house was restored in the 1940's, and dates 

to the late 18th or early 10th century. The window 

lings are recessed, with splayed jambs and crossetted 

surrounds. The windows are further embellished with 

paneled soffits and jambs, and the front face of the 

jambs are reeded below the chairrail. Both the baseboard 

and the chairrail are raolaed, and the interior door 

surrounds.are crossetted. The original interior cornice 

remains on three of the interior walls and has been 

restored on the fireplace wall. This is a bold, complex 

cornice highlighted by a row of unusual triangular 

dentils. 

The northeast room is slightly larger than the 

southwest room, with a fireplace centered on the gable 

wall. This wall was originally elaborately panelc 

with an ornate nantel, overmantel, and cornice, and a 

pair of arched shell-back cupboards flanking the 

fireplace. Unfortunately this paneling was also sold, 

but all other original woodwork regains. Of particular 

interest in this room are the double crosretted surrounds 
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and some unusual fretwork on the lower window janbs 

which can best be described as resembling Gothic 

tracery. 

The second floor consists of a modified center 

hall plan with a small unheated chanbor at the southeast 

end of the stair hall. 

The southwest room has a fireplace slightly 

-off-center on the gable wall with a small, apparently 

original mantel. This has a crossetted surround and 

blocks with a single diamond fret on the front face 

supporting a heavy shelf with a complex molding 

dominated by a dentil block band. A door to the right 

of the fireplace leads to the wing; the cupboard to 

the left of the fireplace is a 20th century addition. 

The window and door surrounds are not crossetted, but 

are otherwise tynical of those found on the first floor. 

The northeast room liar, a small fireplace slightly 

off-center on the gablr wall, with a pair of six-p;inel 

doors leading to closets on either side. Thr fireplace 

wall is paneled, and the original.mantel and ovormantel 

remain in -nlace. The mantel consists of a crosr.evted 

surround with two reeded blocks sunnori-ing a co-mlox 

molded shelf that breaks forward above the blocks. 
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The overmantel consists of a complex crossetted 

surround. Other refinement is provided by a dentil 

block interior cornice, crossetted door and window 

surrounds, and a chairrail and baspboarr. 

The main stairway is carried on up to the third 

floor, which is plastered but unheated and very plain. 

This floor was probably used for extra sleeping chambers 

and storage. 

The cellar is divided into two rooms, with the 

partition located below the northeast wall of the 

first floor hall. There is an arched recess in the 

base below the northeast, chimney. The base for the 

southwest chimney is solid. The foundation for the 

exterior walls is rough fieldstone below ground level. 

The frame addition to the southwest gable is two 

stories high and three bays wide. It has been completely 

renovated at least twice, and retains only scattered 

evidence of its original a^wsarance. .vt nresent, 

the fenestration pattern consists of an exterior door 

in the northeast bay of the southeast facade, with two 

six-over-six windows on the first floor and thr< 

six-over-six windows on the second floor. On th 

nor*- ide there are three six-over-six windows 

on each floor. The southwest gable is a entirely 
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covered by a fra-ie addition that servo's as a shop. 

A pair of four-light windows flank the flush brick 

chimney in the unoer gable. 

The interior was vjrobably originally divided into 

tv;o rooms on each floor, with the first floor serving 

primarily as a kitchen for the ^ain house, and tl 

second floor providing additional living quarters. The 

original fireplace remains in altered forn on the 

first floor. The floor level was raised approximately 

19 inches in 1911, and repairs in the chinney show 

where the lintel was raised and the firebox read jus ted-

to the new floor level. The ceiling has remained 

at the original location, reducing the present ceiling 

height to approximately eight feet. Beaded horirontal 

naneling and an open string stair in the north corner 

of the building appear to bo early, if not original. 

On the second floor, a sinple mantel surround and offse 

T~>aivT'linri have survived on the southwest gable wall. 

The nanelinn is similar to that found at Great Hopes 

.-1) and Walnut Grove UjA-110) but has a corol 

panel nold tynical of th' late 19th century and early 

10th century. 

The loft space above the loor is floored 
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with wide? bonrds secured with wrought nails, but is 

otherwise unfinished and does not appear to have 

served as living space. The common rafter roof is 

constructed of hewn and pit sawn timber secured at the 

ridgewith a negged mortise-and-tenon j-oint. The qablc 

studs are mortised into the gable ton nlato and nailed 

with wrought nails to the gable rafter nair. 

I ie a '~ House 

This building adjoins a lodern frame addition to 

the southwest of the main house. It is of stone 

construction and can be nositively dated to the 13th 

century as it ic listed and described on the 1703 

Federal Direct Tax. It is almost square, 13 feet by 

1A fret, with <• gable roof. The door is located in 

the center of the southeast facade, and there is a 

larqo ninn light, window (not original) in the crnt; • 

of the southwest gable. i\ wood lintel Idoc1 

in the center of th< 'all, • I sting that there 

may once hav en a- window in that facade as well. 

The roof is constructed of rafter pairs with two 

sets of collars resting on a flat Use plate supported 
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by heavy joists. iill fra^inn îernbers are hewn nnd 

eit sawn, and the rafters are secured at the ridge 

with a negged mortise and tenon joint. The collars 

are half-lapped into the rafters, and the gable studs 

aro' secured with wrought nails. One gable is sheathed 

on the inside with one-inch boards secured with 

wrough t n a i1s. 
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Centreville with Baltimore, Norfolk, and the smaller 

towns throughout the Chesapeake. While changes in 

economic patterns and transportation have since curtailed 

the importance of the Centreville waterfront, residential 

growth has gradually spread along the old road to the 

wharf, now known as Chesterfield Avenue, and today 

Wharf House is part of a quiet residential neighbor­

hood. 

The social importance of William Hopper is clearly 

expressed in the architectural detailing of the house. 

In size alone it was one of the largest houses in this 

part of the county, and displays some of the finest 

brickwork and interior woodwork in the county. The 

gable walls of both first floor parlours were fully 

paneled, and a handsome open string stair rises to the 

third floor. Although the paneling was moved to New 

York earlier in this century, the stairway, a superb 

interior cornice, and unusual fretwork window archi­

traves have survived in place. Other notable details 

include the rusticated window lintels and the handsome 

pedimented entrance door. The two story frame wing 

and the.stone meat house also date to the 18th century. 
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